
 

Giant hogweed 
Heracleum mantegazzianum 
Apiaceae, the carrot or parsley family 
Category: EDRR 

Background: 
 
• Likely introduced as an 

ornamental 
 
• Origin is Asian 

continent 
 
• Perennial plant, 

flowering in second or 
third year 

 
• Vegetative 

reproduction by buds 
on crown 

 
• Toxic sap causes 

photo-dermatitis 
causes blistering 

 
 
Description:  
 
• Height: 8-15 ft when 

flowering 
• Leaves: Large, 

compound, deeply 
incised, and 3–5 ft 
wide.  Photographer: Barbara Tokarska-Guzik,  

University of Silesia, Poland  
www.invasive.org 

 


